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could not permit him for some years to return, he had fixed on
Ri'atl as a convenient retreat till the storm at home should have
blown over, and practised on Nejdean gullibility by assuming
the disguise which now he bore, But a true Shiya'ee at heart,
he never failed to couple every uttered blessing on the Caliphs,
the Sahhabah, and their living copies around him, with an
inward curse on them all, and amused himself with the cre-
dulity of men whom he held in his heart for very fools and
infidels. Besides, board and lodging, good clothes, and plenty
of wives were excellent things, and with such solaces his period
of banishment passed by agreeably enough, while waiting till
circumstances should permit him a safe return to his own land

All this we learned subsequently through the Na'ib, who,
himself a native of a cognate country, and in his earlier years
a frequent traveller in the upper valley of the Indus, proved,
diamond cutting diamond, too sharp for our Peshawuree, and
entertained me with a Hindoostanee version of the whole affair.
Once on this cue, I set my own wits to work, and drew out of
'Abd-el-IJameed (though this name, too, was a mere alias, but
I have forgotten his authentic denomination) sufficient con-
firmation of whatever the Shirazee had told.

Our Peshawuree or Balkhee sat down, and after a few indif-
ferent remarks began to consult me about some ailment of his
outer man. But this not being the exact object of his visit,
he soon got off the tack, and commenced cross-questioning
and throwing out hints like angling-hooks, in hopes to fish up
truth from the bottom of the well. Meanwhile the two Meccans
had dropped in, and were in their turn submitted to the same
interrogatory system, but were not detained long, since the
main purport of their business, namely, begging, was soon under-
stood. So 'Abd-el-Harneed returned to the charge with us;
tried me with Hindoostanee, Persian, and even a few words of
broken English, but all in vain, and ended by inwardly con-
cluding that the matter was far from satisfactory. Then he
rose in a rather abrupt manner, and left us to give his report
to those who had sent him.

That this report was highly unfavourable I afterwards learnt
Not that he sincerely imagined our coming to have any dan-
gerous import for the person of Feysul, or that we were in
truth professors of the black art But he was afraid of rivals